DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
periment was possible only because of the fundamental religious conditions. I do not know whether the Soviets practise communism. I was astonished to find that it is the only country in the world where money has completely lost its sacred value/'
"Lenin's Russia was not communistic. Looking
at it from the economic point of view, Bolshevism
is at best State capitalism. When I say that the
communist experiment could succeed only on the
basis of the fundamental religious conditions I am
thinking primarily of the ethical side of religion.
Money has no value when you can buy nothing
for it. Communism as a mutual equalisation of the
general misery is negative communism. Russia has
not only the economical problem to deal with.
Marxist materialism was a blow in the eye for
Russia. I acknowledge the good which it has done,
in contradistinction to Czarism. Much has been
pulled down. In Russia I see a radical process
of Europeanisation going on, but with the knout,
after the style of Peter the Great. They begin with
some measures that have the appearance of being
modern, such as the children conducting their own
school. That was recommended three hundred
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